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DATE: Tuesday,  
 
TIME:  5:00 p.m. 
 
LOCATION: 5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, CA 
 
The HCSD Boardroom is open to the public during open session segment(s) of the meeting. 
This meeting will also be held by Zoom video/teleconference, per Government Code Section 
54953(b). If members of the public cannot attend in person and would like to speak on an 
agenda item including Public Participation, please join through the Zoom website 
(https://zoom.us) entering Meeting ID 896 7323 6733 and Passcode 461659.  Access may also 
be achieved via telephone only by dialing 1-669-900-9128. 

 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

Directors Benzonelli, Gardiner, Hansen, Matteoli, Ryan 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

C. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Approval of April 11, 2023 Agenda 
 

2. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 28, 2023 
 

D. REPORTS 
 

1. General Manager 
 

a) District Update 
 

2. Engineering Department 
 
a) Engineering Status  
 

3. Superintendent 
 

a) March 2023 Construction Operations 
 

4. Finance Department 
 

a) March 2023 Check Register 
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5. Legal Counsel   
 

6. Director Reports 
 

7. Other 
 

E. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ** 
 
**Members of the public will be given the opportunity to comment on items not on the 
agenda.  Please use the information set forth above to participate via Zoom.  The Board 
requests that speakers please state their name and where they are from, be clear, concise 
and limit their communications to 3 to 5 minutes.  At the conclusion of all oral 
communications, the Board or staff may choose to briefly respond with information in 
response to comments; however, the Brown Act prohibits discussion of matters not on the 
published agenda.  Matters requiring discussion, or action, will be placed on a future 
agenda. 

 

F. NON-AGENDA 
 

G. NEW BUSINESS 
 

H. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Reconsideration of Appointment of an AdHoc Committee to Assist with City of 
Eureka Contract Negotiations 

 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Next Res:  2023-05 
Next Ord:  2023-01 
 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact Brenda Franklin at (707) 443-4558, ext. 210.  Notification 48 hours prior to the 
meeting will enable the District to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting 
(28 CFR 35.102 – 35.104 ADA Title II). 
 
Pursuant to §54957.5(a) of the California Government Code, any public record writings relating to an 
agenda item for an open session of a regular meeting of the Board of Directors, not otherwise exempt 
from public disclosure, are available for public inspection upon request at the District offices located at 
5055 Walnut Drive, Monday through Friday (holidays excepted) during regular business hours. 
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DRAFT – MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 

Page 1 of 5    2023-03-28-Z58 

 
The Board of Directors of the Humboldt Community Services District met in Regular Session at 
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at 5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, California with public 
participation available via Zoom tele/video conference. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m.  Present upon roll call were Directors 
Benzonelli, Gardiner, Hansen, Matteoli, and Ryan.  Staff in attendance:  General Manager 
Williams (GM), Finance Manager Montag (FM), and Assistant Engineer Adams (AE).  Also 
present were NBS Consultants Clumpner and Taylor 

 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Benzonelli invited those present to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
C. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. Approval of the March 28, 2023 Agenda 
2. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 14, 2023 

 
 Public Comment:  None 
 
 Director Ryan noted an error in the March 14, 2023 Minutes wherein adjournment indicated 

Director Gardiner seconded the motion and should be corrected to Director Hansen. 
 
 DIRECTOR RYAN MOVED, DIRECTOR HANSEN SECONDED, TO ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE MARCH 28, 2023 CONSENT CALENDAR WITH CORRECTION TO THE 
MARCH 14, 2023 MINUTES REFLECTING DIRECTOR HANSEN SECONDED THE 
ADJOURNMENT MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL 
VOTE: 

 
 AYES:   BENZONELLI, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
 NOES: NONE 
 ABSENT: NONE 

 
D. REPORTS 

 
1. General Manager 

 
a) District Update 

 

 Elk River Wastewater Treatment Plant Draft NPDES Permit and Recission of the 
2016 Cease and Desist Order – GM reviewed the permit process advising the 
public comment period closes April 24, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. with a Regional Water 
Board tentatively scheduled public hearing on October 5 and 6, 2023 at the 
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Eureka City Hall to consider comments and objections.  Director Hansen advised 
that the letter with the subject “Renewal of National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Permit” explains all additions to the previous NPDES order 
with very few condition deletions. 

 
2.  2. Engineering 

 
a) Engineering Status 

  

 Coordination with Outside Agencies – staff continues to coordinate with County 
Engineering staff and City Operations to ensure District infrastructure is protected 
during repairs of the County F Street slide. 

 
  AE then added that the department is busy working on CIP planning, implementing the 

annual solicitation for contractors to participate with the District in establishing a list of 
pre-approved contractors for informal bidding projects per the guidelines of CUPCCAA, 
and he recently took the final Professional Engineering tests and is hoping to learn the 
results soon. 

 
3. Superintendent 

 
a) January/February 2023 Operations/Maintenance 

 
In addition to standard activities of sewer filming, cleaning wet wells, clearing sewer 
lateral line issues, testing generators, staff assisted HBMWD with removing the 
Truesdale flow meter for annual calibration, troubleshooting a pump related issue at 
the South Bay well, installing water sampling stations in various locations, taking 
water samples, and responding to multiple power outages as well as the Browns 
Road water main line break and other storm related issues. 

 
b) February 2023 Construction Operations 

 
Superintendent reviewed the general business activities emphasizing the variety of 
repairs, replacements, new water services, CIP work, and assistance to other 
departments as needed. 
 

4. Finance Department 
 

a) February 2023 Budgetary Statement 
 

FM reported February was a standard month adding that invoicing from the City of 
Eureka has been delayed for the first payment applying to CIP expenses related to 
the wastewater treatment plant. 
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a) Update to the State Low Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) 

  
FM memorialized verbal information presented at the March 14, 2023 meeting.  
Director Gardiner asked what District staff are doing to let low-income ratepayers 
know about the plan, how a low-income rate payer who is not past due learns about 
the program, and suggesting the State funded plan information should be included 
on District bills.  FM advised flyers are available when a District ratepayer requests 
information, and that information has been included on past bills.  Director Ryan 
offered that people in need are usually aware of community resources and know to 
reach out to RCAA for solutions and suggested the information be included on the 
District website. 
 

6. Director Reports 
 
 Director Benzonelli attended the RREDC presentation by the COREHub under the 

Humboldt Area Foundation wherein they are leveraging a community benefits 
assessment for the offshore wind project. 

 
 Director Ryan advised she and Director Benzonelli participated in a District tour with GM 

and Superintendent that proved very informative, insightful, and worthwhile. 
 
G. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - None 

 
H. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Consideration of Accepting Recommended Draft Water and Sewer Rate Study and 

Proceeding with Prop. 218 Noticing Process 
 

GM commented on the highlights of the FY 2023-24 through FY 2028-29 study offering 
explanations of some changes, and summarizing the Prop. 218 processes.  Director 
Gardiner expressed that single-family residential customers who have been charged 
higher fees due to the necessity of larger meter sizes to provide fire protection should 
be credited in arrears.  GM advised those charges were part of rates previously adopted 
and does not believe the Board has the authority to make those adjusments.. 
 
GM then introduced NBS Consultants Greg Clumpner and Jordan Taylor for an in-depth 
presentation review of the study process, industry standard methodology used including 
correction methods to address District underfunding of necessary CIP in the past, 
concluding in the proposed rate increases to cover actual water and sewer operational 
costs over the next five fiscal years.  Extensive questions and answers occurred 
throughout the presentation.  Significant discussion ensued projecting the inability for 
low-income ratepayers to absorb the increases, questioning the consequences of 
continuing to defer necessary CIP planning, how long-term costs associated with 
financing could alter the suggested rates, that the Board reviews proposed rates each of 
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the five years prior to implementing projected increases and if practical has the authority 
to reduce them without consequence.   
 
Discussion then focused on the recommended maximum connection (capacity) fees for 
new water and sewer accounts to buy into the existing system.  Comments included 
concern that doubling the fee for water connection and tripling the fee for sewer will be 
prohibitive to builders resulting in the loss of needed housing, ensuring existing 
ratepayers are not subsidizing development, and the effects on establishing ADUs.  Mr. 
Clumpner clarified that adoption of Connection Fees only requires a thirty-day notice as 
they do not fall under Prop. 218 guidelines, and that the Board can specify an amount 
less than the calculated maximums without consequence. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
Discussion continued reiterating concerns and requests to investigate financing options, 
and consideration of reduced connection fees. 
 
IT WAS THEN MOVED BY DIRECTOR HANSEN, SECONDED BY DIRECTOR 
BENZONELLI TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDED RATES AND AUTHORIZE STAFF 
TO INITIATE THE PROP. 218 NOTICING AND PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS.  
MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 

  AYES:   BENZONELLI, HANSEN, RYAN 
  NOES: GARDINER, MATTEOLI 
  ABSENT: NONE 
 

At 7:48 p.m. Director Hansen recused himself from the next item due to his employment with 
the City of Eureka as its Wastewater Treatment Plant Public Works Director. 
 

2. Request for Appointment of an AdHoc Committee to Assist with City of Eureka Contract 
Negotiations 

 
GM summarized his work with Special Legal Counsel Colantuono over several months.  
GM requested the Board appoint an AdHoc Committee to assist with current contract 
negotiations and to then participate in the bi-annual progress meetings with two City 
Council members (referred to as 2x2 meetings) as well as District and City staff until a 
final contract is agreed upon.  Thereafter, two Board Members will be appointed every 
two years as a standing committee to continue the bi-annual 2x2 progress meetings. 
 
Director Benzonelli proposed the Board President and Vice-President be appointed.  
Director Matteoli, Vice-President, declined to participate as he does not believe he 
possesses the necessary history knowledge, nor does he have the time-freedom to 
dedicate to the endeavor.   Discussion ensued weighing the variety of issues involved in 
negotiations with the City. 
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IT WAS THEN MOVED BY DIRECTOR MATTEOLI, SECONDED BY DIRECTOR 
BENZONELLI, TO APPOINT DIRECTORS GARDINER AND BENZONELLI AS AN AD 
HOC COMMITTEE TO ASSIST THE GM WITH NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE CITY OF 
EUREKA.  MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 

  AYES:    BENZONELLI, GARDINER, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
  NOES:  NONE 
  RECUSED: HANSEN 
  ABSENT:  NONE 
 

J. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 There being no further business, IT WAS MOVED BY DIRECTOR GARDINER, 
SECONDED BY DIRECTOR MATTEOLI, TO ADJOURN.  MOTION CARRIED UPON THE 
FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
 AYES:   BENZONELLI, GARDINER, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
 NOES: NONE 
 ABSENT: HANSEN 
 
THE BOARD ADJOURNED ITS REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 28, 2023 AT 8:10 P.M. 
  
 

       ______________________________  
                 Submitted, Board Secretary 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

Mailing:  Post Office Box 158 • Cutten, CA  95534 • tel (707) 443-4558 • fax (707) 443-1490 
Physical Address:  5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, CA  95503 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Terrence Williams, General Manager  
 
DATE:   April 7, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  General Manager Report for April 11, 2023 Board Meeting 
 
 
Rate Study Update 

During the March 28, meeting, the Board accepted the Draft Rate Study Report and authorized staff 

to initiate the Proposition 218 process.  The Draft Report has been sent to the District’s counsel for 

legal review of the proposed rates.  A couple of builders have reached out requesting clarification 

regarding connection fees.  I have also heard from some builders that they have contacted the 

County requesting assistance with the costs of development, specifically related to the connection 

fees.   

Earthquake Recovery 

In the aftermath of the December 20, earthquake and the January 1, aftershock, the District spent 

$36,000 in protective measures.  Most of this money was spent responding to the 19-hour power 

outage and repairing a failed watermain on January 1. District staff applied for disaster recovery 

money to help with these costs.  The District was awarded $27,000 to assist with protective 

measures from CalOES.  FEMA and CalOES follow the same standard; both agencies reimburse 

75% of the eligible expenses associated with disaster recovery for declared states of emergency. 

$27,000 is 75% of $36,000.   

Also, as a result of the earthquake, the water and sewer mains under Walnut Drive were damaged.  

SHN has provided an opinion of probable construction cost for the repair work that is in the 

neighborhood of $1,000,000.00.  District staff is working with CalOES to gain approval for the repair 

work.  This is expected to be funded at the 75% level.   

South Broadway Forcemain 

The District’s South Broadway Forcemain is a large diameter, 2-mile-long pipe that connects the 

District’s largest lift station to the City’s wastewater treatment plant.  The pipe was originally 

constructed from brittle material that has since been determined to be unsuitable for water and sewer 

applications, within the wetlands adjacent to Humboldt Bay.  The pipe is vulnerable to earthquakes 

and sea level rise and the District has been awarded $3M in FEMA grant funding to assist with 

replacement.  

In the process of developing the alternatives analysis and permitting applications, it has come to light 

that the 2017 project budget that was used as the basis of the grant application and award is 

inadequate to fund the project by nearly $5 million.  District staff is working to develop a refined 
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opinion of probable construction cost which will be used to request additional funding from FEMA.  

Staff is also working on an application to the Clean Water State Revolving Fund to help offset the 

costs of this critical project.   

Snowpack 

On April 3, 2023, the State Water Resources Control Board staff measured 126.5 inches of snowpack 

at their Philips Station.  Last year at this time, there was no snow.  126.5 inches is 220% of the April 

3 historic average for Philips Station which is 57.5 inches.  

Fire Board 

The Humboldt Number 1 Fire Protection District had board vacancies as previously reported on 

January 24.  The Fire District was not receiving letters of interest for the vacant board seats so I 

submitted a letter indicating that I was willing to serve.  During their regular meeting in February, I 

was appointed to one of the vacant seats.  The Humboldt Number 1 Fire Protection District 

boundaries are similar to HCSD’s boundaries.  Also, the Humboldt Number 1 Fire Protection District 

Board makes up one half of the JPA that governs Humboldt Bay Fire; the Eureka City Council makes 

up the other half. 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

 

Engineering Memorandum 
 
TO:   Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Benjamin Adams, Assistant Engineer 
 
DATE: April 7, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: 18th Street Steel Main Replacement Project Status Report for April 11, 

2023 Board Meeting 
 

18th Street Steel Water Main Replacement Project 

Engineering Staff has completed draft design documents for the 18th Street Steel Main 

Replacement (SMR) project. The project replaces 480 feet of six-inch wrapped steel 

water main with eight-inch C-900 plastic water main, and includes installation of new 

valve clusters. Pipe diameter will be increased from six to eight inches to match the 

District’s pipe size requirements for new public water mains. The upsized pipe, in 

combination with future main replacement projects, will allow for increased water flow to 

fire hydrants and customers in the Myrtletown area.  

Valve clusters at the intersections of Nedra, Linton and Circle Drive with 18th Street will 

be upgraded to enable better main isolation in that area. The additional valves increase 

the number of control points and also maintain the “loop” or “network” design of the 

distribution system. The additional valves will also decrease the number of customers 

who may be affected by future planned or emergency work in this neighborhood. 

Replacement of this steel main section will reduce the amount of steel main within the 

District to less than one percent of the total water distribution system. 

This project is scheduled to begin after the Office Building Siding project is completed. 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service to our customers 

 

 

 
Post Office Box 158   •   Cutten, CA 95534   •  Tel  (707) 443-4558   •   Fax (707) 443-1490 (confidential) 

BOARD MEMORANDUM 

 
 

To:  H.C.S.D. Board of Directors 

From:  Tim Latham, District Superintendent 

Date: April 6, 2023 

Subject: March 2023 Construction Operations Report 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

General business for the month of March included water 
service line leak repairs on Harris Street, Artino Street and Alder 
Street, water service line replacements due to leaks on Campton 
Road and John Hill Road, water main line leak repairs on Hillcrest 
Drive and Pacific Lane, replacing broken angle meter stops on 
Trinity Street and Harrison Avenue, completing (2) two sewer 
lateral line repairs on Herring Avenue in King Salmon, raising a 
sewer lateral line cleanout to grade on Fern Street and hot paving 
multiple trench lines in various areas throughout the District. 
 

Other business included performing vehicle and equipment 
maintenance, water meter reading, customer service orders, 
landscape maintenance, working on the sidewalks in front of the 
District office as part of the District Office ADA Improvement 
Project, completing the abandonment of the old 12” water main 
line on Pine Hill Road as part of the Pine Hill Road Water Main 
Line Replacement Project and attending annual fire extinguisher 
training here at the District corporation yard. 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

 

 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

For HCSD Board of Directors Regular Meeting of:  April 11, 2023 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  H.1 (Old Business)  
 
TITLE: Reconsideration of Appointment of an Ad Hoc Committee to Assist with 

Negotiations with the City of Eureka 
 
PRESENTED BY: Terrence Williams, General Manager 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Appoint an Ad Hoc Committee to assist with negotiations with the City of Eureka 
 
Summary: 
 
During the March 28, 2023 meeting, the Board appointed an Ad Hoc Committee to assist with 
contract negotiations with the City of Eureka.  Subsequently, Director Gardiner has requested 
that the committee appointment be reconsidered because he feels that other members of the 
Board would be better suited to represent the District than himself at this time. 
 
Fiscal Impact:   
 
Based on averages from the past five fiscal years, the combined agreements cover about $3M 
annual spending by the District to the City. 
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